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Hickory Creek Hires Town Administrator 

 

On Tuesday, April 14th, longtime Hickory Creek Mayor John Smith stepped down from his position 

effective immediately.  Mayor Smith has dedicated 13 years of volunteer service to Hickory Creek, 

and served on the Town Council, the Economic Development Corporation, and as Council liaison to 

numerous other boards.  

  

Since the retirement of former Town Administrator Roger Mangum in December, the duties of admin-

istration were assumed by the mayor’s office, and Smith has effectively served in that capacity, in  

addition to his duties as mayor.  After careful deliberation, the Town Council voted unanimously to    

extend an offer for the full-time position of Town Administrator to Mr. Smith, and he accepted.   

 

Mr. Smith has spear-headed major projects during his tenure as mayor, including construction of the 

new Public Works and Animal Services facilities, the sale of the prior town hall property to TxDOT 

for over $1.2 million, the construction of our Veteran’s Memorial, and the service contract with the 

Lake Cities Fire Department. Road and infrastructure improvements totaling over $3.5 million have 

been completed allowing for development of additional neighborhoods which will bring over 250 new 

homes to Hickory Creek.  Most recently, Mayor Smith worked with County Commissioner Bobbie 

Mitchell to secure over $4 million in road construction funding from Denton County.  These funds 

will be used to expand Point Vista road to Park Ridge, and for a joint project with Lake Dallas to    

reconstruct Main Street from the railroad tracks to Westlake Park. 

 

Mr. Smith has been actively engaged in the day-to-day operations of the town for nine years, giving 

him a wealth of “on the job” training, and an excellent working knowledge of all facets of town    

management. Mr. Smith brings twenty-five years of management experience from his professional 

career, has established relationships in both the public and private sector, and is well respected in the 

community.  

 

Mr. Smith is currently enrolled in the Texas Certified Public Management program offered through 

the William P. Hobby Center for Public Service at Texas State University.   

 

The Council determined that Mr. Smith’s leadership skills, his experience and expertise in town      

operations, and his well-demonstrated commitment to public service make him the perfect fit for the 

Hickory Creek Town Administrator position. 



Emergency Notification: 

Please Register Now 

 

 

 

 

CodeRED is an emergency notification system that utilizes text, e-

mail, and phone notifications to keep the public up-to-date on the 

most current weather situations. The Town of Hickory Creek is 

under the Denton County Emergency Operations Plan and covered 

by Denton County CodeRED. CodeRED is simple and FREE.  

 

Please take a moment to fill in the appropriate information on the 

website listed below to be notified by your local emergency  

response team in the event of emergency situations or critical 

community alerts. Receive timely weather statements on severe 

weather from the National Weather Service by selecting Weather 

Warn Other Examples include: Sever weather, evacuation notices, 

bio-terrorism alerts, boil water notices, and missing child reports.  

 

 

Go to: http://dentoncounty.com/emergencynotifications and click on 

CodeRed to register or go to hickorycreek-tx.gov to register. 
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 “High Five” Tour stops in Hickory Creek 

 

On Monday, May 4, 2015, the Wounded Warriors Family Support    
organization brought their 2015 “High Five” Tour to Cornelius Center 

in Hickory Creek. The High Five Tour (www.HighFiveTour.com) is a    
48-state road trip across America that benefits Wounded Warriors 

Family Support’s “Mobility is Freedom” program. The goal of the tour 
is to raise money to purchase mobility-equipped Ford vehicles for 

wounded veterans. 

 

National Motor Club of Hickory Creek sponsored the visit, which    
featured a 2015 Ford Explorer and 2015 Ford F-150. The vehicles will 
be driven more than 26,000 miles across the USA, with stops in 100 

cities. National Motor Club leaders sponsored the event, and         
presented the organization a $10,000 check. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Lynn Clark, Councilman Richard DuPree and Town  
Administrator John Smith were on hand for the ceremony, and      

presented a donation to the organization on behalf of the Town of 
Hickory Creek.  Each attendee was invited to sign the vehicles, to 

show their support for wounded veterans and their families. 

http://www.highfivetour.com/
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The City of Lake Dallas is scouring the North 

Texas area in search of talented, amateur musi-

cians to compete in the Battle of the 

Bands.  Prizes include $750, $500 and $250 

along with some pretty sweet bragging 

rights.  Take advantage of this unique opportuni-

ty to get your band noticed and win big bucks at 

the same time.  Texas Country singer Jake Ward 

will MC this epic battle as a part of the Lake Cit-

ies 4th of July celebration at City Park.  This is 

your chance – hurry and apply before the June 

12th deadline.  Find out more about the show-

down at www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Citites-

4th-of-July. 

Don’t spend your 4th of July stuck in line 

shelling out your hard-earned cash. Come to 

the Lake Cities 4th of July celebration and 

you’ll enjoy all these things for FREE: parade, 

kids’ water slides, horse rides, contests with 

cash prizes, live music (including a Battle of 

the Bands) and one of the biggest fireworks 

shows in the area. We’ll also have a great selec-

tion of vendors and food trucks. So trade in a 

hectic day at other pricey events for a full, re-

laxing day of fun at Lake Dallas City Park. Vis-

it the event webpage for more information, 

www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Cities-4th-of-

July. 

http://www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Citites-4th-of-July
http://www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Citites-4th-of-July
http://www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Cities-4th-of-July
http://www.lakedallas.com/210/Lake-Cities-4th-of-July
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DENTON COUNTY BOATERS!! 

ZEBRA MUSSELS ARE NOT YOUR FRIENDS!!! 
 

Starting in 2014, TPWD rules require that you drain all water 

from your vessel when leaving a Denton County lake. This ap-

plies to ALL types of watercraft.  For complete information go 

to  www/texasinvasives.org/.   

There are also new rules for the transport of live bait and fish. 
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May 30, 2015 

8PM 

Make sure you check the status of the parks 

before you go . You can see if they are 

open or closed by visiting our website at        

hickorycreek-tx.gov 



In accordance with the Texas Constitution, the Legislature meets in regular ses-

sion in Austin every two years on odd-numbered years.  On January 13th, 2015 at 

noon the 84th Legislature of Texas convened.  This session is limited to 140 days 

duration, and will end on June 1st, 2015. 

 March 13th, 2015 was the deadline for filing a new bill and the count ended 

with 6,300 bills being filed.  The Texas two-house system consisting of a 31-

member senate, and a 150-member house of representatives is responsible for the 

task of deciding which bills may become laws.  Due to this volume of work, com-

mittees are created in each chamber to consider introduced bills and to advise on 

their disposition.  A large number of bills never make it out of committee, making 

this the first crucial step in the process by which a bill becomes a law. 

 If a bill is sent to the governor he has 10 to 20 days in which to sign the 

bill, veto it, or allow it to become law without a signature. A two-thirds majority 

in each chamber is required to override a veto.  June 21st, 2015 will be the last day 

the governor can sign or veto bills passed during the regular session. 

 The majority of Texas legislative information is available online.  You can 

read current bills, track the status of a bill you may be interested in and view the 

live video of sessions in process at Texas Legislature Online at 

www.capitol.state.tx.us  or at the Texas Legislative Library at www.lrl.state.tx.us 

 84
th 

 Texas 

         Legislature  



For more information go to www.35express.org 

 

HICKORY CREEK “LEASH LAWS” 

 
Many of you have asked what the ordinances are regarding the “leash law” for Hickory Creek. Basically, as long as your cat 

or dog is in your front yard under your direct supervision, they are free to run and play off a leash. Once your pet leaves 

your private property, such as the sidewalk or street, you are in violation and can be ticketed for each offense. Walking your 

dog and going for a visit to one of the parks also requires your dog be kept on a leash or you can be ticketed.  

Let’s keep our pets and each other safe! 

Sec. 2.01.001     Definitions 

At large. Not completely confined by a building, wall, or fence of sufficient strength or construction to restrain the animal, except 

when such animal is either on a leash or held in the hands of the owner or keeper, or under direct supervision of the owner 

within the limits of the owner’s private property. An animal within an automobile or other vehicle of its owner shall not be 

deemed “running at large.” 

Sec. 2.01.002     Running at large 

(a)     It shall be unlawful for any dog or other animal possessed, kept, or harbored, other than a cat, to run at large as is de-

fined in section 2.01.001. 

(b)     The animal control officer is authorized to impound such animals running at large, other than a cat, and may impound 

a cat under conditions specified in article 2.04, or when he has received a complaint that the cat has caused a nuisance or 

hazard to the health or welfare of the human or animal population. 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@HickoryCreekTX 
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http://z2.franklinlegal.net/franklin/DocViewer.jsp?docid=9&z2collection=hickorycreek#JD_2.01.001
http://z2.franklinlegal.net/franklin/DocViewer.jsp?docid=9&z2collection=hickorycreek#JD_2.04


Chief’s Corner 

May 2015 

 
Greetings to you from the Police Department!  I am Interim Chief Carey Dunn, and I’d like to      discuss 
with you some of the achievements of the department as well as some items of interest in local events.   

 

First, I would like to welcome two new officers to HCPD.  We were fortunate enough to hire Ms. Joana 
Escobar.  Recruit Escobar comes to us with 11 years of prior experience, is bi-lingual, highly educated, 
and is a real pleasure to work with!  Mr. Clint Shepard has been a welcome addition as well, with over 5 
years of experience, supervisory experience and an existing knowledge of the  area.  Welcome to both of 
you! 

 

Next, your officers have completed a total of 422 hours of Texas Commission on Law Enforcement train-
ing this quarter.  This is a part of our commitment to provide the citizens of Hickory Creek with the best 
possible service, most up-to-date information, and highest quality officers we can produce.  Congratula-
tions to each and every officer who chose to better themselves and take courses this quarter! Your hard 
work and dedication are greatly appreciated.  

 

I have recently graduated from the Institute for Law Enforcement Administration’s flagship program, the 
52nd School of Executive Leadership.  This course is an internationally acclaimed program designed for 
law enforcement officials in upper management positions, and is on the cutting edge of leadership and 
police department development programs.  Students from all across the country attended the course.  
Attendees received 9 hours of graduate level university credit for the successful completion of the pro-
gram, and had to complete extensive reading, writing and research throughout the program.  It was an 
amazing experience  and I am ever grateful for the opportunity.   

 

We have certainly had a productive spring so far!  Is anyone else ready for a little more sunshine and a 
little less rain?  On that note, the Town has been forced to close all Town lake parks and boat docks for 
safety reasons.  All Army Corps of Engineer Parks in the area have been closed due to flooding as well.  
There are also many road closures and detours due to flooding, so make sure you pay close attention 
and NEVER TRY TO DRIVE THROUGH A FLOODED ROADWAY!!  It only takes 6 inches of water to lift 
a car off the roadway.  Check the town’s website frequently for updated information on closures and de-
tours. 

 

Finally, as promised, we have been working hard to build relationships and communication in the com-
munity.  Last quarter, I announced a new program called Citizen 2 Police.  Since then, officers have ran-
domly made contact with over 50 people and received valuable feedback and built relationships with 
many of you.  I have made efforts to reach out to community leaders, such as the President of the Den-
ton County NAACP, local business owners and managers, and religious institutions.  These communica-
tions have proved to be valuable already and are just the foundation of a much bigger plan to have truly 
meaningful communication and input from all areas in our community.  

 

As always, please contact me with anything that may be on your mind.  I am out of my office quite a bit, 

but I will return your call or email as soon as I can.  My direct office phone number is (940) 497-3520 ext 

254.  My email address is carey.dunn@hickorycreek-tx.gov.  Or, connect with us on Facebook (search 

Hickory Creek Police Department) and Twitter (@PoliceCreek).  You are always welcome at your Police 

Department, come stop by and get to know us!  We would like to get to know you.  Be safe out there! 

mailto:carey.dunn@hickorycreek-tx.gov


Contact  Lt. Carey Dunn  

for details. 
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Carmike Classic Cinema Film Series 

Pricing:  $5.00 per guest 

Carmike Hickory Creek 16 

8380 S Stemmons Fwy 

Start Time:  7:00 pm 
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Town of Hickory Creek  

1075  Ronald Reagan Avenue 

Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 

940-497-2528 

 

 

 

Police Department  

1075 Ronald Reagan Avenue 

940-497-3520 

Police/Fire Emergency  911 

Non-emergency (940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal  Services 

970 Main Street 

(940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal Shelter & 

Adoption Center 

970 Main Street 

(940)465-7444 

 

Visit Your Town Hall 

We’re on the Web ! 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov 

 

Parks & Recreation Board—1st Monday @7PM 

Planning &Zoning Commission—1st Wednesday @7PM 

Town Council—3rd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 

Economic Development  Corporation—4th Thursday @7PM 

www.hickorycreekEDC.com 
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